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Module 6: How can you design a coherent curriculum?
This module will support you to reflect on the curriculum you teach, considering how carefully sequenced and coherent it currently is. You will apply what you learn to a scheme of work of your choice that you will either edit, or design from scratch depending on your preference. In doing this, you will develop a solid understanding of the fundamentals of an effective curriculum that you can apply to any future curriculum design, be in for a unit of work, a school year, an entire phase or throughout a pupil’s school journey.  
Subject matter expert  
The content of this module has been designed in conjunction with our subject matter experts Ed Vainker - CEO of the Reach Foundation and the Co-founder and previous Executive Principle of Reach Academy Feltham; Maria Craster - an experienced early years teacher and Emily Maule - a humanities lead. They share their expertise and experience to outline the key principles of an effective curriculum and to exemplify what this might look like in practice.  
Seminars
Seminar 1: Sequencing concepts, knowledge, skills and principles 
It’s important to invest time in developing knowledge rich, coherent curricula with the aim of countering common curriculum pitfalls as these can act as a barrier to pupil learning and progression. But sequencing concepts, knowledge and skills across the curriculum is highly complex and challenging. Therefore, this seminar will support you to:
· know how to sequence concepts, knowledge and skills to maximise pupils learning
reflect on the sequence of a unit of work which you have planned or prepared to teach in the past
For this seminar, you will need access to the ‘Curriculum as a box set’ excerpt, which will be shared with you ahead of the seminar. You will be given time during the seminar to read this but can read it in advance if you wish. 

Seminar 2: Developing reading and writing 
Literacy acts as one of the key barriers preventing pupils from accessing the curriculum and achieving success at school and in later life. But you can address this problem by effectively supporting pupils’ reading and writing development. Therefore, this seminar will support you to:
· understand why developing pupils’ literacy is so important in all phases and subjects
· explore a range of active reading strategies to develop pupils’ comprehension
· explore the different stages of writing and how to model these effectively
Self-directed study  
The self-directed study is broken down into a welcome and 5 weekly sessions. Each of the 5 sessions includes a core and summary and stretch version:   
Welcome session: provides an overview of the module and includes your diagnostic activity. 
Session 1 – What is the purpose of the curriculum? This explores the purpose of a curriculum and the common pitfalls that occur when designing curricula. This will support you to be aware of them so you can avoid them in your own curriculum design.
Session 2 – Identifying and sequencing concepts, knowledge, skills and principles: explores how to approach identifying content to be covered in a curriculum or unit of work, what foundational concepts and knowledge are, and how to sequence these effectively to support long-term learning.
Session 3 – Building secure, complex mental models: explores how you can best support pupils’ learning and understanding by considering the role of subject knowledge, balancing exposition with practice, identifying and addressing common misconceptions and revisiting and reinforcing learning. 
Session 4 – Developing high quality oral language, reading and writing: focuses on how you can incorporate developing pupils’ literacy into your curriculum. Here, you will explore how to develop pupils’ oracy, reading and writing.
Session 5 – Developing critical thinking: focuses on how you can support pupils to think critically within a subject. Here, you will explore what critical thinking is and the different critical thinking skills that it encompasses. You will explore how you can support pupils with these skills by helping them to develop flexible knowledge so they can transfer their learning to unfamiliar contexts.  
You’ll have the opportunity to discuss and practice your learning from the self-directed study with your mentor during your weekly mentor meetings. 
You can access all your self-directed study materials on Brightspace. 

Programme Guide

For more information, see your programme guide which can be found on My Teach First. 
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