Teaching vocabulary

In their guidance report on developing literacy in schools, the Education Endowment Foundation (2017) recognised the
importance of both implicitly and explicitly developing language.

Implicit teaching

To implicitly teach vocabulary, the teacher might model using a word when speaking, point it out during shared reading
and use it when modelling or completing shared writing activities. Implicit teaching ensures pupils encounter regular
repetition of the word, making it more likely that the word will transition into the pupils’ vocabulary.

Explicit teaching

To explicitly teach vocabulary, a teacher would present the word along with explanations and examples of what it
means, and then ask pupils to experiment with using the word.

A balanced approach

It is important that you both implicitly and explicitly teach new vocabulary, so that pupils are repeatedly exposed to
high-utility and high-frequency vocabulary, in any phase or subject, throughout the school day.

Which words do you need to model and teach?

Isabel Beck and Margaret McKeown (2013) have created a helpful model that splits vocabulary into three different
categories -Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3. These are outlined in the figure below.

Open the image in a new tab: Beck and McKeown (2013)

‘Tiers of Vocabulary’, adapted from Improving Literacy in Secondary School (EEF, 2019)
What'’s the difference between these tiers?

Listen to Kelly Challis explain how each tier is different, and how you might teach them in the classroom. You can
record notes using the notes tab (or your own notebook).

Direct Link: Tiers of vocabulary - Kelly Challis, Driver Youth Trust
Transcript: Tiers of vocabulary - Kelly Challis, Driver Youth Trust
(this link opens in a new window/tab)

How can you develop pupils’ language?

There are a variety of ways that you might develop pupils’ language, and this is likely to vary depending on the age
range you are teaching. Therefore, the rest of this session has been broken down into two parts:

e Option 1: Early Years
e Option 2: Primary and Secondary

Please select the page that is most appropriate to the phase that you teach.


https://html2pdf.com/files/6f211d91o6gi0vfs/file_1lvl3c12q716eps2amnn11is2h/09658763-b5b1-4146-9661-82ff0bf57db3.jpg
https://html2pdf.com/d2l/ep/19986/dashboard/index
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTv4pe2oW0w
https://html2pdf.com/files/6f211d91o6gi0vfs/file_1lvl3c12q716eps2amnn11is2h/Tiers%20of%20vocabulary.pdf
https://youtu.be/sEYVxRPLioE

