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The modelled example
So, we are all going to read a short extract that explains how photosynthesis works and how plants create carbohydrates.  In the extract you will see that there are some images to support our understanding but as I read, I am also going to be thinking about yesterday’s lesson and how I can link learning.  This is important to do so that you are able to not only understand what the text is telling us but also bring in your previous learning about why plants are green and know the scientific symbols we are using.
So, let’s start and I’d like you to follow me as I’m reading.  “Leaves contain a special green substance called chlorophyll (chlor-oh-fill). Chlorophyll is very good at absorbing red and blue light waves of sunlight but it absorbs very little green light. This is why leaves look green - because we see nothing but the green light that they absorb least and reflect most. I can think back to last lesson when we learned that Sunlight is light energy. It is made of a mixture of light waves of all the colours of the rainbow (red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet), which are jumbled together to make the bright white light of the Sun.  I also remember that sunshine is a key factor that helps plants to grow so I can link that leaves need to absorb light to grow and they can do this because they contain chlorophyll.
Chlorophyll absorbs light energy and converts it into electrical energy. Leaves then use the electricity to make food from carbon dioxide (CO2) and water (H20). This process is called photosynthesis (foe-toe-sin-thess-iss). Notice the text breaks the words down for me phonetically to help me pronounce it correctly.
The symbols for carbon dioxide (CO2) and water (H20) are referred to here – these are present on the periodic table we looked at last lesson.  So, the main conditions for plants to make food are water, sunlight and CO2 – all of these are available in lots of places.  This means plants can grow in diverse places provided they have water and sunlight – this links to the images we looked at last week about the different places plants can grow.
Over to you!
Below is part of a paragraph from the text ‘A Leaf in Time’. 
To complete task 1, read the paragraph and identify where you could model active reading strategies. Insert what you might say when modelling this strategy into the relevant place in the paragraph. Use a different colour so that it stands out clearly (as shown in the modelled example). You might choose to focus on one strategy or choose to cover a few.
First of all, green plants make carbohydrates (car-bo-hide-rates). Which contain carbon, hydrogen and oxygen. The carbon and oxygen come from carbon dioxide gas (CO2). The hydrogen comes from water (H2O). Starch, from potatoes and sugar, from sugar cane, are types of carbohydrate. Let’s look at a leaf and see how, and where, photosynthesis happens. Inside the cells that make each leaf there are millions and millions of tiny particles called chloroplasts (clor-oh-plasts). 
There as many chloroplasts in a leaf, the size of your hand, as there are people I the world. Each chloroplast is like a tiny, living machine. It contains chlorophyll and it makes food for the plant. Chloroplasts originally came from cyanobacteria that started to live inside larger and more complicated bacteria; they made food for those bacteria in return for a home. In photosynthesis, chlorophyll absorbs light energy. 

If you get time, complete task 2. Think about what you might say to pupils before reading the passage to explain why you are using certain strategies and record this in the space provided. This may be something you share with the class before carrying out the modelled reading activity.  

Task 2: Teacher explaining why certain strategies are being used:
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